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How is Mothers’ Union  like a stick of rock?  Find out on page 10 
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The Diocesan Prayer Walk  It all seems a long time 

ago now, but  a  Prayer 

Walk was organised for 

the whole Diocese this 

year, rather than the usual 

two, as our new Chaplain 

had only just arrived “in 

post”. 

Meeting in Norley, the route  

followed the Wildflower  Walk  

beautifully portrayed on a  

map, which unfortunately  

cannot be reproduced here.   

it is decorated with pictures of 

 the  flowers that can be found 

 local points of interest  

Including references to the  

places commemorating those who  lost  their lives during the First World 

War.  Back at the church, refreshments were provided, which were  

naturally very popular!  

Left   members of Low Marple  

  Branch enjoy serving  Strawberry Teas in 

July.  Their event   raised £338.50 for the 

MU Summer of Hope appeal.     

Welcome to our new members 

St George, Stockport  Sheila Flitcroft. 

St. Helen  Witton,        Sallie Birtwistle. 
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From the Diocesan President 

      I am writing to   you on the eve of the 

     120th Anniversary of   Mothers’ Union here 

     in Chester  Diocese.  

    Although some of our  branches had  started life 

    in the early 1890s, it was in  October  1898 that 

the first Diocesan Meeting took place. It was held in a house called  

Woodleigh in Altrincham (or  more precisely in Dunham Massey), which 

was the home of the newly-appointed  Diocesan Secretary, Mrs Johnson. 

The Diocesan President was Mrs  Wilbraham. The Central Secretary (from 

London), Mrs Matthew, was also in attendance.   

 

It is truly amazing how Mothers’ Union grew in those early years as  

women all around Britain and Ireland (and later the world)  

responded to the opportunity to meet together in their churches for  

worship and fellowship and to discuss the social issues of the day.  

Together they answered the call to share God’s love through the  

encouragement, strengthening and support of marriage and family life.  

 

Today we continue to respond to that opportunity and to answer that call.  

Everyone who saw the production of ‘Chosen – the story of Mothers’  

Union’ in Bowdon Deanery earlier this month cannot have failed to be 

moved by the experience and the desire to bring Mary Sumner’s vision to 

a new generation. As I prepare to hand over to Wendy in the New Year, I 

feel sure that I can speak for both of us when I say that Mary’s vision will 

continue to inspire us as we move forward into the new triennium with 

you. 

 

Thank you for your love and prayers which have sustained me  

during the last three years. It has been a privilege and a delight to serve as 

your Diocesan President.      Viv 
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My dear friends and fellow members, 

I’ve shared worship (at commissionings and festival  

services), I’ve spoken at Council (twice), I’ve attended a 

Fun Day in the Cathedral grounds and the Open Gardens 

event at Eaton Hall – chatting to members, telling non-

members about Mothers’ Union, joining in with  

children’s activities (and I still have the bracelet I made at the Cathedral). 

Events such as these, the Moira Garnett trophy, your  presence at Big Church 

Day Out North, all help to promote our wonderful movement. Whenever I 

have visited (most recently for “Chosen”) I have always been made most  

welcome and never have I doubted the commitment, the energy, the  

enthusiasm of you all as, “walking in Mary Sumner’s footsteps”, you strive to 

touch the lives of those in your community.  

My thanks for all you have shared with me pale into insignificance when 

compared with those whose lives you touch through your ministry in the  

diocese. From experience I know the impact Virtual  Babies have. The  

beneficiaries of the breaks you arrange through AFIA often cannot truly ex-

press the difference you have made in their lives.  Many  initiatives, such as 

the Ouch Pouches or Fiddle Pinnies and Muffs, touch individuals and you do 

make such a difference with all the initiatives in your local communities.  

When you consider how all this is replicated by over 4 million members you 

realise how proud we should be of our membership of this global movement. 

 

As I write we are drawing towards the end of this triennium and my six year 

term as Provincial President. It has been a huge privilege to serve Mothers’ 

Union in this way, hard work, some very early mornings (and I am no lark) 

and also a great deal of fun. My sincere thanks for your fellowship and  

especially for your prayerful support throughout this time. We can look to 

the future with confidence. MULOA is giving us a revitalised and re-energised 

membership, open to new ideas, and aware of the effect they have on  

others.  

 

 A letter from our York  Provincial President  
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 Under the new constitution we shall have a Provincial President, June 

Houghton, with a greater role, and we shall be represented on the  

Worldwide Board by Catherine Hilton as a Zonal Trustee. Two people 

working together, giving us twice the capacity, and an increased range of 

skills. I know that you will pray for them both as you have for me. 

May God, in whose steps we follow, be with you all in the coming years.

Mothers’ Union President Province of York 

Royal Cheshire Show      Mother and Baby Facility  

We are pleased to say that the Knutsford Deanery Mothers Union  

co-ordinated another successful Mother and Baby Facility at the Royal 

Cheshire Show this year. The weather on both days was poor compared 

to the overall lovely summer we have had. However, this didn't deter the 

young families attending and our visitor numbers were only slightly down 

on our record. The marquee was visited by 398 families and all were very 

appreciative of the facility provided. We received many thanks from the 

parents, grandparents and carers.   

Our Feedback is testament to this and included: 

“Amazing idea was so helpful with our 5 week old baby, couldn't have 

come without this!” 

“What a fantastic idea and wonderful, thoughtful ladies running it. Every 

event should facilitate this, Thank you.” 

“Great facility, nice knowing there is somewhere safe and clean to change 

and feed baby !!” 

The Royal Cheshire Show in 2019 is on  18th and  19th June. You will find 

our marquee situated near the members enclosure. The success of the 

Mother and Baby Tent is due to the commitment of our volunteers who 

give up their time to help. We could not have achieved such a successful 

event without this supportive team.    Rhiannon Jessop  
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R.I.P.   

Sally  Spencer   1939-2018 

– A tribute, compiled from those provided by some of the many 

organisations to which she belonged. 

Sally was a lady of enormous care and compassion; an  

enthusiastic member of Mothers’ Union; a very active 

member of her church, a great provider of refreshments 

and a very efficient organiser. Someone who, In the words 

of Mary Sumner’s personal prayer,  “ touched as many lives as possible”  

through her words, her prayers and her life.  She was enrolled in 1974 and 

served our organisation since then on her Branch Committee (St Saviour,  

Oxton), becoming both Branch Secretary and then its Branch Leader. She also 

held the offices of Deanery Leader and became a Diocesan Trustee. Sally was  

particularly involved with the Faith and Policy Unit, reflecting her great  

personal faith. She helped to organise Pilgrimages, Quiet days and Diocesan 

retreats, besides helping to initiate the Wirral Virtual Baby project.   

She met an MU worker from South Africa at an Annual Meeting in  

Llandudno who inspired her to take a great interest in the worldwide aspect 

of MU work.  She took part in the Diocesan visit to Cape Town in 2001, which 

in turn led her to support the mission of the Melanesian Brothers, opening 

her house to many of them on their visits to Chester Diocese.  The  

Headbrother, Nelson Bako, said that she gave them warm motherly care 

which made them feel at home in Chester Diocese and, by her example taught 

the Melanesians that all are one in the household of the family of God.  

She will be missed by the morning Study Group in the Parish Centre,  where 

she would help by researching study aids, provide suitable music for the start 

of the meetings, act as a listening ear for any problems people were  

experiencing and, of course, providing   home –made cakes when any  

member was celebrating a birthday.  It was Sally who became involved with St. 

Andrew’s Mums and Tots group when Mothers’ Union started to serve  

refreshments to the tots and their carers; Sally who organised a team to  

redecorate the centre and organised  fund raising to help refurbish  its 
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floor coverings. Sally, who became the Membership Secretary of the  

Friends of The Arno and Oxton Fields Committee in its very early days, car-

rying out this role with great efficiency  -naturally also providing refresh-

ments and homemade cakes at events. 

With her death,  Mothers’ Union in Chester Diocese has lost one of its 

most active and faithful supporters, one whose cheerful face was always 

present at any event, large or small and,  for her community on the  

Wirral, someone who could be relied on to be there for so many people in 

many areas of life.  As one contributor put it :- 

 “ We have lost an incredible person, who probably didn’t realise how 

important she was to everyone” .   

Editor, with thanks to the Parish Magazine Committee of St Saviour, The 

MU Committee at St Saviour’s, the Study Group, St Andrew’s Centre, the 

Friends of Arno and Oxton Fields  and the Headbrother of the Melanesian 

Brotherhood.  

‘Journey Into Light’  at Chester Cathedral.  

This is an exhibition of work by prisoners at Styal and 

Thorn Cross - both prisons which we support. The works 

are displayed on easels which were paid for by Mothers’ 

Union. The  woman between Viv 

and Joan ( left) teaches art at Styal 

and the picture between them 

was painted by one of her  

students. The woman speaking 

into the microphone  (right)  Is 

Teresa, who is a  recovered addict and past  

prisoner. She gave the most compelling  

testimony. The pictures and the facts about it are travelling to churches 

around the Diocese over the next year at least.  Already 30 churches have 

signed up to host the exhibition. It is most eye opening and compelling. 

well worth a visit.  Mary Sprackling  
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 A meeting in Wales would not be complete without music and the 

General Meeting this year was a feast of sound!  It began with the Evening 

Services before the day of the meeting – services plural, because even the 

large church of St Mary in Swansea could not contain all attendees at 

once!  The same readings were given at each, the same hymns sung, the 

same prayers and intercessions given, but with different preachers.   The 

first reading from Proverbs stressed that we must find wisdom and its 

subsequent development of understanding.  We will find it in many ways 

– at the feet of teachers as Jesus did, but also from learning from each 

other, via projects like MULOA.  The choir of St Mary’s added their  

beautiful voices with two anthems – one from Swansea’s famous son, Dyl-

an Thomas’ “Under Milk Wood” . 

The meeting itself was held in the beautiful Brangwyn Hall, with its huge 

murals, which were painted originally to 

be displayed in the House of Lords, but 

not being quite what their Lordships 

had envisioned, were put up for sale 

and acquired by Swansea.  It opened as 

usual with a service, led by the Arch-

bishop of Wales .  He based his short 

sermon on the endings of the Gospels 

of St Matthew and St John – Jesus’ great 

commandment to go out and make disciples of all and Jesus’ questions to 

Peter, which invoked the answers “feed my lambs” and “feed my sheep”.  

He said this is what MULOA will help and challenge us to do – to feed the 

harassed and helpless and speak out for the oppressed.  Several official 

welcomes followed – from the Mayor of Swansea,  who arrived dressed in 

his ceremonial robes and hat – which he had not worn for many years as it 

is a rather large tricorn one.  Having donned it, he then thought to remove 

it, but was heartily discouraged by all present!  He told us a little about the 

history of the Brangwyn Hall and how this year is the 957th anniversary of 

the Viking landing at “Swain’s sea” – the supposed origin of the name of  

 

 

Croeso  y Gymru   -  the General Meeting in Swansea 
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the city. After the Mayor, there were Presidential welcomes from the  

Provincial President of Wales and the Diocesan President of Swansea and  

Brecon.   Lynne Tembey, our Worldwide President, followed, welcoming  

everyone, making special mention of those who had travelled from as far afield 

as Australia and Trinidad and Tobago.  She said that in her 6 years as World-

wide President she had been greatly encouraged by and given strength for 

every challenge by verses 10 and 18 of St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians,  

“be strong in the Lord” which has enabled her to face every challenge.   

Here she thanked individually her professional staff at Mary Sumner House, 

without whom Mothers’ Union could not function properly. A resume of some 

of the highlights of her term of office followed.  The update of the  

Constitution, approved and ratified by our President, Queen Elizabeth and the 

Privy Council in April this year was a major event, as was attending the opening 

of  “Thy Kingdom come”,  part of Archbishop Justin Welby’s initiative last year 

in Hull.  She was pleased to announce that Mothers’ Union will present “Peace 

and Reconciliation” in Coventry Cathedral next year, following on from this 

year’s presentation, (also in Coventry) New Eucharistic liturgies had been  

introduced and one for Mothering Sunday with the help of St. Mellitus’ college

- who will be producing the Mothering Sunday ones for the next two years as 

well. She recalled some of her overseas trips to meet members.  As she was 

leaving at 6a.m the following morning to visit Tanzania and Uganda, she asked 

us to throw to her greetings for all their members which she “caught” in her 

arms.  She showed us preview of the latest video, which will, by now, be  

available on YouTube.  It shows how MU is making a global impact on issues 

such as parenting and  speaking out against violence towards children. 

Bev Jullien, our CEO, then took the stage and 

gave us some more information about the last 

year’s work at Mary Sumner House.  They are 

modernising some methods of working to give 

more flexibility.  There will be “communities of 

interest” for example where any member with 

a particular interest in, for example Literacy , 

will be able to have direct input into the work.   
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She thanked all members for signing up to the new personal information 

register, part of the attempt to make communication more direct.   

She asked for feedback on the newly re-vamped website, which, it is hoped, 

will make accessing information easier for all. She told us how MULOA is 

spreading rapidly around all regions of the globe, acting in faith to bring 

about change.  It is showing how what unites is SO much greater than those 

things which divide nations.  Then there came the stick of rock.  She feels 

that our organisation is very much like this- it has faith and prayer in its cen-

tre (symbolised by our badge)  is wrapped round with fellowship  (red cov-

ering) and covered with stripes  representing  our actions in AFIA, Prison 

work, Literacy programmes etc.  

After lunch we had a keynote speech from Rachel 

Carnegie, who is the Co-director of the Anglican 

Alliance. Having seen the work of Mothers’ Union in 

action, particularly in Northern Ireland, she feels 

that members are the leaves from the tree of life, 

spreading their faith, hope and love.  She said that 

others in the church are listening to what we do and that God is gathering 

any gifts we have, however small, like the remains of the loaves and fishes 

to feed the world in so many ways.    We provide Hope – here she quoted 

the members in South Sudan who shared what little they had with other 

refugees in that war-torn country.  We provide Love , with members in 

Zambia travelling huge distances often on foot, to provide outlying villages 

with mosquito nets; nearer home there are initiatives like Blueberry in  

Oxfordshire,   which provide a listening ear for young Mums  and so on.  She 

said that whatever happens to membership in the future, this love will  

continue.  She concluded by asking us to all write a prayer of love on a 

“leaf” from the tree of life that we had all been given.  These were collected 

and blessed by our Central Chaplain, Bishop Andrew Proud.  

Daniel McAllister, head of Faith and Communications  (or was it Eamonn 

Andrews?) then took over, wielding a large red book labelled “This is your 

Life” and Lynne was called back to the stage with her husband to listen to 
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her life as our Worldwide President.   A reluctant member at first, she has 

now marched, preached, listened, supported and worked tirelessly for 

Mothers’ Union. He recalled, with pictures, some 

of her trips to visit members overseas,  mentioning 

her first, almost immediately after she was com-

missioned, to Kenya.  David, her husband, had told 

her that she should really write down some ideas 

of what she was to going to say, which she duly did 

– unfortunately this was packed in her case, which 

did not catch up with her until she had been in 

Kenya for four days!   She has visited no less than 

23 countries in her 6 years, being the voice of 

Mothers’ Union to so many. Lynne is known for her Dancing (with everyone 

from the Archbishop of Canterbury to young children in Africa,) Drumming 

and Dreaming.  The latter always bothered them at Mary Sumner House  

because the result of her dreams  usually meant extra  work for them! The 

loving support of her husband, an ordained minister,  has been most  

important to her in all their married life – a excellent example of the  

Mothers’ Union’s belief in marriage .   A presentation of a planter was 

made to Lynne by Bev Jullien at the end, hoping that Lynne’s final three 

months as our Worldwide President will be happy and fulfilling for her.   

That evening, a Choral Concert had been arranged back in St Mary’s. The 

acoustics are magnificent and the music swelled and soared, lifting  

everyone’s spirits with it.   We were treated to the iconic sound of Wales – 

from the Morriston RFC Male Voice Choir,  from  Parti Llwchwr, a ladies  

choral group, and a soprano Iona   Jones , who has sung at both the  

Carnegie Hall and in the Sydney Opera House.  We were treated to  

everything from “Let the bright seraphim” from Iona, “The Holy City,” from 

the men and a beautiful Welsh folk song from the ladies , plus  many more 

from many genres. In conclusion, the singers joined together and  

encouraged all present to stand and sing  the Welsh national Anthem  

– in Welsh, of course!  
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The words were provided, and the compere, who had been an  

entertainment in himself, said “just stand up and sing it phonetically”  

which we all did with great gusto!  Coming out, we discovered it was   

raining heavily, but that didn’t dampen the spirits after such an evening.  

We look forward  to next year’s gathering, which will be on September 

17and 18th in Portsmouth.  

Editor (- If you have never attended a General meeting—just see what 

you’ve been missing! ) 

AWAY FROM IT ALL HOLIDAYS  13 fami-

lies  have enjoyed holidays at Presthaven 

Sands this year—23 adults, 27 children 

under 12 and 9 teenagers aged between 

13-19.   The total cost of providing these 

holidays was £6322.85 

I have received some lovely feedback  - 

One young Mum wrote: “I can’t begin to 

tell you how much having this holiday has meant to me and my family—it 

was life changing and we had such a wonderful time.”  And the Cotswold 

House staff said “ On behalf of all the  residents and staff at Cotswold 

House, we would like to say a huge thank you for our recent holiday to 

Presthaven Sands.  Everyone had an amazing time.  New experiences were 

had and wonderful memories made.  It truly is   an amazing  opportunity 

that you give to families so please keep up the fabulous work!”  Caroline 

Lambert, Cotswold House.  

I think these comments sum up just how important this project is and a 

huge thank you to everyone who has  supported us this year.  I will soon 

be booking caravans for 2019 and would ask all members to  encourage 

clergy and others to make details of our AFIA scheme known to families 

who they feel would benefit from a holiday. 

ACTION AND OUTREACH 
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I shall be visiting MSH later in the month for a meeting of AFIA reps from across 

the UK and am hoping to share ideas with other dioceses. 

PRISON MINISTRY   This picture shows a selection of 

the items we have recently provided for our Release 

Bags project.  These have now been  delivered to Thorn 

Cross and Styal Prisons. We have also written and aken   

Christmas Cards to both prisons—these cards are pro-

vided by MSH for us and I am grateful to the members 

of Middlewich Deanery who have signed over 800 cards in the past few weeks. 

The exhibition of artwork—”Journey Into Light” - held in Chester Cathedral was 

very successful and after it was shown on Northwest News, the  response of 

visitors the   following day was tremendous.  It  certainly gave many people 

much to think about and it was  gratifying to see how long people spent looking 

at the items on display and many were moved by the sentiments expressed. 

Over the next year, most of the exhibition will be on display across the Diocese  

making full use of the easels which were funded by Mothers’ Union—watch out 

for it when it comes to a parish near you. 

PANDAS4PANDAS   Cheshire Police officially launched the Pandas4Pan-

das campaign at the Lord Ferrers Awards in London on 16th October .  

The project has been brought about by  

Special Constable Sarah Johns, working in 

collaboration with Louise Hough  from 

Crafty Stitches in Northwich.  Mothers’  

Union members have donated many of the 

teddies which will be in every police car 

across    Cheshire and the picture shows 

some of the bears knitted by members and friends at St. Chad’s   

Mothers’ Union in  Over, nr. Northwich.  Acting Chief Constable Janette 

McCormick said: “We have had fantastic feedback  having piloted  Pan-

das4Pandas in Northwich and we are sure that it will be a great  success 
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We thank everyone involved for all their hard work in making this inspired 

idea to help officers comfort  children in   distressing situations come to frui-

tion.   “It is an example of the force working in partnership with local business 

and local people to improve the service we provide to the general public.”  

PERIOD POVERTY We now have our boxes—bright pink!  The first of these,  

filled with age appropriate sanitary products, has been placed in a local high 

school and we are using this as a pilot for this project.  We have also met with 

representatives from a local primary school and a college who are keen to 

work with us.  In the coming weeks we 

shall be deciding on the best way forward 

for this project and are hoping that 

branches across the diocese will be willing  

to help.   Joan Colwell    A&O Coordinator  

More information will be available soon. 

Joan Colwell     A&O Co-ordinator 

A Helsby project travels to Botswana…………….. 

Elizabeth Fowler writes….. 

I  am a member of the Helsby Mothers Union and 

under the leadership of Pat Brian,  we have been 

making washable sanitary towels, (WSTs).  (3 WSTs 

and a new pair of knickers are put into a waterproof 

pouch.) On the June 5th I flew out to Gabarone, the 

capital of Botswana, with my  granddaughter. We 

were going to visit my son Laurence, his  wife  Chowapiwa ,and his seven 

year old son Marcus.  I wanted to visit my son and family,  meet Marcus out 

of school as I have met all my other grandchildren  and hopefully to meet 

other ladies of the Gabarone Mothers’  Union and to show them the 

WSTs.  After a twenty seven hour journey, we arrived in Gabarone tired and 

excited. My daughter in- law’s sister, Boah, came to greet us and I showed 

her the WSTs.  She is a teacher at Marulamantsi Community Junior in  
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 Gabarone and she thought they were a good idea. The next day, she was 

showing them to  another teacher , when the Home Economics teacher 

walked by and wanted to know what was being shown. She thought it was 

a brilliant idea and decided  it would be the  students’ project for the year, 

enabling them to be self-sufficient.  

 Sammy, the family maid, was interested and I gave 

her a pack of WSTs  Her mother wanted to know, 

“was I selling them ?”  I naturally said no, but 

would teach her how to make them.  Under the 

towelling is a waterproof layer - in England we used 

a piece of a shower curtain, but in Botswana  we 

cut up a plastic shopping bag. I taught Sammy to sew the towels by hand as 

she hasn't got a sewing machine. My daughter in law’s mother, came from 

Francistown to see us and  yes, she took WSTs and instructions back with 

her. And finally.my daughter-in laws’ cousin, Bee, took the last four packs 

plus instructions , to her mother Maggie, who is a Mothers’  Union  

member.  In August, Elizabeth wrote -   I thought I would let you know that 

I am back in Botswana, spreading the word about the WSTs   I gave 2 packs 

away in Johannesburg, which were happily accepted. When you talk to a 

complete stranger and give them something like that you don't know how 

it will be received.  Deli,  the recipient , is an employee at Johannesburg 

airport and was helping me with wheelchair assistance, as this time I was 

travelling on my own. Over a cup of coffee I taught her how make the WSTs 

and she has promised to take them to her Church and teach others.  She 

was totally overjoyed at the idea and kept talking about the mustard seed.   

Elizabeth Fowler  

 

Marcus got roped in to make the pouches 

on his toy sewing machine (guess who is 

going to buy him a real one! ) 
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Diary for 2018    Theme Walking in Mary Sumner’s footsteps  

Tues 6th Nov   Trustees meeting    Daresbury   

Thurs 8th –Friday 9th Nov.  Trip to York for the Provincial MU Celebration in 

    York Minster  

Saturday 17th Nov   17 November   10am  120 years of Mothers’  

    Union in Chester Diocese.                                        

    Diocesan Council and Eucharist,  St John Church  

    Centre, Hartford  

Sun 25th Nov.    16 days of Activism against Gender-based  

    violence. 

Fri 21st Dec.   Office closes for Christmas break  

From the Editor  Copy for the next edition should be   

with the Editor, Judith Dewdney by  

Wednesday  20th February 2019 
30 Henbury Rise, Henbury, Macclesfield SK11 9NW 

Tel.  01625 439753   E-mail judith.torview@gmail.com   

Mothers’ Union Diocesan Office    

4 Abbey Square, Chester CH1 2HU 

E mail:    mothersunionchester@outlook.com  

Tel:  01244 400491 

      Diocesan website    www. mothersunionchester.co.uk 

      Central  website  mothersunion.org 

Please note changes!  

We can learn a lot from crayons. Some are sharp, some are pretty and 

some are dull.  Some have weird names and all are different colours—but 

they all have to live in the same box.  


